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This Prestwick House Literary Touchstone Classic includes a glossary, notes, and reading
pointers for sharper insights to help the modern reader appreciate Twain's perspectives,
allusions, and language. After the young Prince Edward VI of England and a peasant boy switch
places, the "little king" tries to escape from a world in which he must beg for food, sleep with
rodents, face ridicule, and avoid assassination. Meanwhile, the peasant, who is now the prince,
dreads exposure and possible execution; members of the Court believe he has gone mad. As a
result of the swap, both boys learn that social class, like so much of life, is determined by chance
and random circumstance. Originally published in 1881, The Prince and the Pauper is one of
Mark Twain's earliest social satires. With his caustic wit and biting irony, Twain satirizes the
power of the monarchy, unjust laws and barbaric punishments, superstitions, and religious
intolerance. Although usually viewed as a child's story, The Prince and the Pauper offers adults
critical insight into a people and time period not really all that different from our own.



Pages 5 - 12 are not included in this sample. Pages 19 - 231 are not included in this
sample.
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Rick O, “Once again Mark Twain leaves the comfortable surroundings of the Mississippi River....
Once again Mark Twain leaves the comfortable surroundings of the Mississippi River to write
another grim tale of Merry Old England. Like Twain’s, A Connecticut Yankee in King Arthur's
Court (see my review of 11/08/2012), the book and the movie are dissimilar. The Prince and the
Pauper (1937) movie took on a swashbuckling motif starring Errol Flynn, while A Connecticut
Yankee in King Arthur’s Court (1949) had a light hearted humorous tone starring Bing Crosby.
Both of Twain’s books were written in a dark style, not as grim as a Cormac McCarthy novel, but
certainly in a comparable disturbing way. The other aspect that I noticed was how virtuoso
Twain’s diction was. (can you end a sentence with ‘was’?) When writing about Huck Finn or Tom
Sawyer, the language was quite salty and when writing about Merrie Olde England (the archaic
way to say it), Middle English prose was used. Was Mark Twain talented or what? He even
started his own publishing company in 1885, publishing 80 titles including Personal Memoirs of
Ulysses S. Grant and Adventures of Huckleberry Finn (see my review of 12/17/2012). By the
way, Grant was penniless at the time from a unmasked Ponzi scheme and was dying of throat
cancer (Grant was a heavy cigar smoker) when his friend Mark Twain published his two volume
memoirs, leaving Grant’s widow, Julia, with substantial royalties.In 1547 two boys are born on
the same day and as they grow up... the resemblance between the two is remarkable. But one is
a poor boy from Offal Court with the name Tom Canty. Tom is a beggar living with his twin sisters,
mother, grandmother and his father, John Canty, who is a bully and a known thief. They live in a
hovel in the slums. It’s a miserable life. On the other hand, Prince Edward Tudor is the Prince of
Wales and lives in a luxurious castle with his father, King Henry VIII. He is spoiled with the riches
of a noble life and is the future king of England. King Henry is cruel to the hoi polloi and quick to
take the head of a enemy. But the king loves his son, Prince Edward, and is very compassionate
to him. King Henry VIII is very sick. Prince Edward Tudor will soon be king.One day, Tom Canty
wanders to the gates of the castle. He spots the Prince in the courtyard. A guard throws him
away from the gate. The Prince, seeing this, yells at the guard and lets the boy in. Prince Edward
takes Tom into the castle and has him feed. Tom tells the Prince about all the fun he has with the
lads of Offal Court in the summer. The Prince, who lives a regimented life, says, “Oh, prithee, say
no more, ‘tis glorious! If that I could but clothe me in raiment like to thine, and strip my feet, and
revel in the mud once, just once, with none to rebuke me or forbid, meseemeth I could forego the
crown!” They switch clothes and the Prince goes into the courtyard dressed in rags and shakes
the bars of the gate. The same guard that was previously hollered at now boxes Edward in the
ear and throws him out. Edward, suddenly realizing that he made a mistake switching clothes
says, “I am the Prince of Wales, my person is sacred; and thou shalt hang for laying thy hand
upon me!” The crowd jeers Edward and the guard says, “I salute your gracious Highness.” Then
angrily, “Be off, thou crazy rubbish!”Meanwhile in the castle, Tom (as the Prince) doesn’t know
how to act. He tries to tell Lady Jane Grey what happened and she doesn’t believe him. She



thinks he has gone crazy. Tom runs into the King and after talking to Tom...the King thinks his
son is temporarily mad. The King thinks that the Duke of Norfolk did this to Edward. The King
sets an execution date for the Duke, but the King can’t find the Royal Seal and reminds his son
that he gave it to him. Of course, Tom, now the Prince, doesn’t even know what the Royal Seal is.
Tom has dinner with his father and acts like he doesn’t know the etiquette of royal dining.
Nobody dares say anything. Tom also can’t speak all the different languages that he is supposed
to know. One person of the noble family, Lord Herford, seems to believe Tom’s story (that he is
not the Prince). This was very important in the 1937 movie but not in the novel.Simultaneously,
Edward is roaming the streets and is cuffed by John Canty. Of course Edward doesn’t know him
but realizes that this ruffian is Tom’s father. John Canty wants to know why he hasn’t begged his
daily penny. Edward rebuffs his father, since he still acts like he is the Prince of Wales. Since
John Canty roughed up a clergyman, the family is on the run. Edward escapes and is befriended
by a semi-noble outcast named Miles Hendon. Miles has his own sad tales to tell (you will have
to buy your own copy of this book to find out what they were) but takes a liking to this young boy
and decides that he will go along with his story until he can cure him of his folly. Then the worst
thing that can happen...happens. King Henry VIII dies. Oh my God, the pauper, Tom Canty is
going to be coronated in a few days. Can Miles Hendon and Edward, the true Prince of Wales,
correct the mistake? What happens next is a series of twist and turns that culminate in a very
exciting ending. Well done Mr. Twain...wherever you are! This was a very enjoyable novel and
bellies the reason why I love Mark Twain books.”

Joseph Malancharuvil, “Delightful. Never tired of reading Mark Twain! Words flow in such a
charming and delightful way, your heart and mind swell with great amusement and joy. His talent
in telling a tale is unique. I can read him time and again and never get tired.”

Gail, “Classic story, small print. The print of this book was smaller than typical novels and harder
to read.”

Reinold F., “King of shadows and dreams. (AmazonClassics edition). Chesterton's The man who
was Thursday, Bram Stoker's Dracula, Wells' The War of the Worlds, among many other names
of illustrious writers, have made of London one of the most amazing places in both literature and
history. After reading the first chapters I have to add "The Prince and the Pauper" to that list.
Mark Twain's London have a taste of "Arabian Nights" both in its regal side as in the plebeian
one, and a taste of the U.S. too, in the countryside, at least to me. The story requires at first a bit
of suspension of disbelief: two boys born in the same day and bearing the same appearance.
One day they met and decide to play being each other: the pauper will be free as the prince he
dreams to be, and the prince will be free from being prince. This make their lives extraordinary.
Among the parts I loved there is a scene when the protector of the prince faces the negation of
his identity too.I cannot say I loved it, though, my score is 3.5. The hand of Mark Twain is visible



to change events to suit his goals, with the detriment that you forget to be immerse in another
reality and suddenly being conscious of just reading a story. It's almost a video game in which
the author set obstacles for the character in order to be educational toward the reader. For
example the prince always getting caught by the pauper's father and his accomplices with
extreme easiness, that is excessively implausible. Rather than rough Englishmen they seem
skilled Apaches tracking fugitives. But when they are not needed they just disappear. These are
details that I didn't like, but don't make me repent from reading this book, it was wonderful to
read.About the AmazonClassics edition it has X-Ray, is nicely formatted, and with a clear
typography. You can get it with confidence.”

Marsha Queen of Ebook Library, “If You Enjoy Reading The Classics.... I have seen this in the
film version numerous times, but had never read the book. I checked out the eBook from my
library to read on my Kindle & as frequently happens, my life got so busy I didn't get it finished
before the time expired. Amazon graciously offered me a Kindle version at a very reasonable
price so I could continue to read at my own pace & convenience. It's an intriguing story of 2
young boys that look identical...only one is a Prince next in line to be King & the other is a poor,
frequently abused lad from the proverbial wrong side of the tracks. They are both miserable in
their own life. They switch clothes & the tale spins from there following each in his new life &
how he deals with it. If you enjoy reading the classics, I think you'll enjoy this book!!! I gave it a 4
simply because Mark Twain used many Old English phrases which I had to stop & think about/ It
made the story more realistic, yet it was not a natural thought process for me. Still, I enjoyed this
book tremendously!!!”

Gretchen Mandigma, “Okay.... It's really nice! The words were not stuck together like in
BSquared18's Review. I really loved it the novel was so rich and it is so amazing for a free
download! But, it is a little bothering because it's a little hard to understand for people that don't
know old english. My friend can't understand it. If you don't know old english i suggest you buy
the one with new words ( if there is one). It isn't a good one to read before bedtime to your ids
unless you take the time to change the words by reading it aloud. I would rate it a 4.5.”

Dr. K. E. Patrick, “A good version for Kindle. Sometimes illustrated Kindle versions don't translate
to the format well, but this edition is very good in every way. Clear and easy to read, and
enjoyable to look at (even in black and white).From the point of view of the story, I found it a drier
read than, say, Connecticut Yankee in King Arthur's Court. Characters were more caricatures
than well-drawn, but Twain still managed to point out the dichotomy of rich and poor in a way that
makes me glad I live in the modern era.I've been reading Tale of Two Cities at the same time,
and am afraid that Twain can't hold a candle to Dickens in terms of characters and social
commentary (at least, not in Prince and the Pauper), but that doesn't mean I would leave him off
my list of authors who (whom?) should be read.”



Valeriu, “Captivating. It is an excellent book for children and teens in any other language except
the...English language for non-native English speakers, the dialect used makes the book
impossible to be red many times, captivation and charm being lost, otherwise the dialect used
might be the captivating and charming element used by the author to attract children and teens
native English speakers.”

Fiddles, “Totally absorbing. I vaguely remember reading and enjoying this when I was about 12.
As a result I thought I would revisit the story. As i began I was worried that my enjoyment would
be spoiled by the fact that the theme (of changing places with someone) has been used in many
modern films. However there are so many twists and turns in this story that I was kept really
engaged and of course you get so much more detail here than any film can show.”

Ebook Library Reader, “A Brilliant novel but TINY PRINT WILL DAMAGE YOUR EYESIGHT!.... A
brilliant 19th Century Classic novel! However, if you DON'T want TO GO BLIND FROM THIS
HORRIFICALLY TINY PRINT, DON'T BUY THIS COLLINS VERSION! We were very
disappointed and had to purchase a novel with regular sized print.”

GG, “Give it a try.. Read this book as a child.Not sure today’s youngsters would wade through it.”

The book by Mark Twain has a rating of  5 out of 4.5. 918 people have provided feedback.
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